
JURISDICTIONAL 
LEAR NING
Finla nd, September 19 -23, 2016



What  can we expect  t o learn?
● Rationale
● Participants
● Funding
● Key learning

○ Mathematics
○ Mental Health
○ Modern Learning
○ Foundational Practices - Equity, 

Innovation, Leadership
● School/ System Impact (from prior 

Finland Jurisdictional Learning 
opportunities)



Rat ionale

◦ Invitation to attend the 2016 UNESCO and 
Espoo Learning City Conference

◦ Continued learning with the City of Espoo 
(Education and Cultural Services) and  
recognition of 10 year partnership 

◦ Benchmarking YRDSB against other high-
performing educational jurisdictions (as per 
YRDSB Policy #228, Jurisdictional Learning)



Part icipants
◦ Senior Team:

▫ Karen Friedman
▫ Scott Yake
▫ Dianne Hawkins
▫ Allan Hoyle
▫ Drew McNaughton

◦ Board of  Trustees:
▫ Linda Aversa
▫ Carol Chan
▫ Nancy Elgie



Funding
Item Amount  ($) Notes

Hotels, Meals and Flights $2598/ person 
(average)

Staff Personal Professional Development 
Funds

Board of Trustees Professional 
Development Allowance (as per YRDSB 
Policy/ Procedure #228, Trustee 
Services)

Plaques and Gifts $709 Board Budget, National/ International 
Events

Ground Transportation 
and Finnish Educational 
Leadership Consultant 

$9120 Board Budget, National/ International 
Events



Sharing

◦ Social Media

◦ Program Planning Committee Meeting 
Presentation 

◦ YRDSB Public Website



Key Learning
Aligned to the B oa rd Improvement Pla n 
for Student Achievement a nd W ell-B eing



MATHEMATICS
Students will be confident problem solvers who use 
ma thema tica l knowledge, skills a nd processes essentia l for 
pa rticipa tion in society .
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MATHEMATICS
◦ Assessment Practices

◦ Role of technology 

◦ Weekly professional 
development and 
planning time for staff

◦ Integrated approach with 
other areas of the 
curriculum

◦ National Curriculum 
Reform



MENTAL HEALTH
W e will foster optima l menta l hea lth a nd well-being for a ll 
students.
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MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

◦ Outdoor/ Indoor learning 
spaces 

◦ Holistic Care

◦ “Working with Hands” 
Curriculum

◦ Kiva Schools

◦ Vision of Positive Education



MODERN LEARNING
Students will be enga ged in a uthentic, releva nt a nd deep 
lea rning tha t ena bles them to crea te, connect, communica te 
a nd sha re their lea rning with the world a nd be future rea dy.
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MODERN LEARNING
◦ Makerspaces

◦ “Working with Hands” 
Curriculum 

◦ Third Teacher -
Environment

◦ Professional Self-
Esteem

◦ New Learning 
Environments and 
Learning Flows



FOUNDATIONAL PRACTICES
Equity
Innova tion
Lea dership
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FOUNDATIONAL PRACTICES
EQUITY
◦ Accessibility  to da yca re, 

hea lthca re, nutrition 
◦ Ea ch student ha s his/ her own 

lea rning pla n, developed in 
pa rtnership with with sta ff a nd 
pa rents

INNOV AT ION
◦ Nokia  - Me a nd My City

◦ Ma kerspa ces a nd Inquiry  
B a sed Lea rning

◦ New Lea rning Environments 
a nd Lea rning Flows

LEADER SHIP
◦ Lea rning Cities

◦ Administra tor tra nsfer 
process a nd school-ba sed 
hiring pra ctices



SCHOOL/ SYSTEM 
ST OR IES
Impa ct a t the school a nd system levels 
from prior Finla nd jurisdictiona l lea rning 
opportunities.



Queensville PS/ Sharon PS

K ey Lea rning

◦ Use a nd Design of Spa ces - Student V oice, 
Environment a s T hird T ea cher, School a s Extension of Home

◦ Student Lea rning - Inquiry , Ha nds-On, R ole of Student in 
T a sks, Extensions Across the Curriculum, T he J oy of Lea rning

◦ Professiona l Culture - T rust, R ela tionships, Lea dership

◦ Colla bora tion - Pa rtnerships in Student Lea rning a nd 
Educa tor Professiona l Pra ctice



Impact and Change:
Modern Lea rning a nd Menta l Hea lth

◦ Indoor a nd 
Outdoor Spa ces

◦ Peda gogy

Makerspace -
STEAM, Mindsets, 
Partnerships

Extension 
of  Learning 
Outdoors



Impact and Change:
Lea dership a nd Innova tion
Globa l Pa rtners - B ringing ma ny voices a nd 
perspectives together to ma ke a  difference ...



Middlefield CI

Lea rning:   
Exposure to holistic 
structures tha t support 
tea ching &  lea rning.



Impact at Middlefield C.I.
Co-Crea tion of flexible lea rning & 

tea ching spa ces through “think ta nk” 
discussions with sta ff a nd “town ha ll” 

meetings with students. 



Flexible Seating

Modern Learning Classrooms



Early Years

Lea rning:
T ra nsitions
- to K inderga rten/ Gra de One
- a cross the da y/ ca regivers
B uilding Colla bora tive Pa rtnerships 
-with fa milies/ child ca re pa rtners
Outdoor Lea rning
-component of da ily  cla ssroom progra mming



Early Years continued

Impa ct:
Strengthen Pa rent Pa rtnerships:
-Fa mily  Pa th work  - Home visits
-B B FK  tra nsition to school progra m reva mped

Strengthen Child Ca re Pa rtnerships:
-colla bora tive professiona l lea rning a nd goa l setting
Child Ca re in Schools: A Guide to Crea ting Effective 
Pa rtnerships
-sha red communica tion process put in pla ce 
Consent to Excha nge Informa tion Form

Outdoor Lea rning:
-B B -1 (B uilding B locks to Gra de One) summer lea rning 
progra m crea ted
-Ea rly  Yea rs Outdoor Lea rning Spa ces - professiona l lea rning 
opportunities, pilot in four schools, resource crea tion

-

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/ChildCare/Documents/SD-ChildCare-GuidetoCreatingEffectivePartnerships.pdf
https://bww.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/FOR-SchoolChildCareConsent.pdf


Student Services

Lea rning: 
Students receive a  better level of ca re a nd 
support when provided in a n integra ted a nd 
strea mlined ma nner.

Crea ting a  single, focussed a nd child centred 
pla n is critica l.



Student Services

Students Services Support sta ff ca n lea rn from 
ea ch other a nd ha ve it impa ct their work.

Impa ct: 
Student Services reorga nized into 
Interdisciplina ry  T ea ms.

Students a nd schools receive integra ted a nd 
unified supports from a  tea m ra ther tha n 
severa l independent support professiona ls. 



ANY QUESTIONS?
Thank you


	JURISDICTIONAL LEARNINGFinland, September 19 -23, 2016
	What can we expect to learn?
	Rationale
	Participants
	Funding
	Sharing
	Key Learning
	MATHEMATICS
	MATHEMATICS
	MENTAL HEALTH
	MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
	MODERN LEARNING
	MODERN LEARNING
	FOUNDATIONAL PRACTICES
	FOUNDATIONAL PRACTICES
	SCHOOL/SYSTEM STORIES
	Queensville PS/Sharon PS
	Impact and Change:Modern Learning and Mental Health 
	Impact and Change:Leadership and InnovationGlobal Partners - Bringing many voices and perspectives together to make a difference ...
	Middlefield CI
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Early Years
	Early Years continued
	Student Services
	Student Services
	Slide Number 27



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Jurisdictional Learning.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


